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Opportunity is the cutting-edge start-up that scales globally, 
rewarding your vision and ingenuity with exponential returns 
in a thriving innovation hub. 

Opportunity is the elite international schooling that 
unlocks networks and knowledge far beyond what previous 
generations could access. 

Opportunity is ambition; a vision transformed into reality 
through sheer determination, skill, and untapped potential. 

Regrettably, opportunities remain unevenly distributed 
across the globe. Talented individuals from different nations 
or regions often face barriers that prevent them from fully 
realising their capabilities, perpetuating cycles of unfulfilled 
promise. 

Yet, in 2026, heightened global interconnectivity, the 
prominence of Citizenship by Investment (CBI) and Residency 
by Investment (RBI) programmes, and resilient economies 
navigating trade realignments and technological surges have 
genuinely revolutionised access to opportunity. 

Empowered global citizens can now relocate to nations 
offering superior prospects, fostering self-actualisation and 
legacy-building for their families. 

This year’s Opportunity Index explores the world’s leading 
and underperforming countries for economic opportunity, 
spotlighting the forward-thinking destinations that excel 
in AI-driven innovation, manufacturing diversification, and 
sustainable growth.  

From Asia’s powerhouse economies to tech-resilient hubs 
worldwide, we highlight pathways for high-net-worth 
individuals to thrive in a dynamic and ever-changing landscape. 

INTRODUCTION TO THE 
OPPORTUNITY INDEX
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Established in London in 2012 and headquartered in Mayfair, CS Global Partners is 
a renowned consultancy dedicated to providing bespoke citizenship and residency 
solutions for high-net-worth individuals globally. Our specialised team, committed 
to maintaining client confidentiality, focuses on delivering transformative options in 
citizenship and residency. 

At CS Global Partners, our mission is to empower governments and individuals, 
fostering economic growth, stability, and security for enhanced lifestyles under the 
visionary leadership of our CEO. We champion a culture of corporate innovation and 
excellence, leveraging collective expertise to drive transformative results. Our emphasis 
on corporate values and inclusivity fosters a dynamic environment that encourages 
collaborative decision-making and forward-thinking strategies. 

Backed by a highly proficient and skilled legal team, CS Global Partners has a strong 
understanding of the legal frameworks required to make Citizenship by Investment 
(CBI) programmes reputable and successful. 

As one of the only firms in the world with exclusive marketing and advisory mandates 
for two governments, namely the Commonwealth of Dominica and St. Kitts and Nevis, 
we have worked hand-in-hand with these governments to increase their foreign direct 
investment and drive positive transformation in their countries. 

CS Global Partners plays a pivotal role in empowering government institutions for 
lasting prosperity. Entrusted with providing expert advice, we attract significant foreign 
direct investments ethically, maintaining a strictly advisory role without interference 
in decision-making processes. Collaborating with governments globally, our expertise 
contributes to the successful promotion and transformation of Citizenship by 
Investment (CBI) and Residency by Investment (RBI) programmes, significantly 
impacting economic development and global prominence. 

ABOUT CS GLOBAL PARTNERS 
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METHODOLOGY
MEASURING OPPORTUNITY

The Opportunity Index combines established indicators to provide a holistic assessment 
of economic performance across key measures such as GDP, economic growth, labour 
market conditions, and inflation. 

In 2026, larger economies, including China, the United States, and India top the 
rankings, each providing business-friendly environments, robust infrastructure, and 
highly diversified sectors. The World Bank Open Database was selected as the primary 
data source, given that it provides the most comprehensive and complete datasets, 
itself drawing on the work of the International Labour Organisation, the International 
Monetary Fund, and a range of other reputable bodies. 

Crucially, the Opportunity Index places a strong emphasis on economic potential rather 
than the sheer volume of total economic output. Size alone does not define opportunity; 
what matters is the environment in which individuals and businesses can thrive. 



6

THE OPPORTUNITY INDEX 2026

CHINA - Score: 87.4 
China’s vast market and accelerating transition towards a 
consumption-led economy make it a formidable environment 
for entrepreneurs and investors alike. The 15th Five-Year Plan 
signals a clear prioritisation of high-quality development, channel-
ling resources into AI, semiconductors, and renewable energy. For 
those seeking scalable ventures in a resilient economy, few destina-
tions rival China’s combination of scale, ambition, and institutional 
momentum.

UNITED STATES - Score: 84.7  
The United States continues to lead the world in innovation and in-
vestor confidence. Resilient labour markets, dynamic sectors span-
ning finance, energy, and technology, and a wave of AI-driven capital 
expenditure have positioned the country firmly at the global frontier. 
The depth and breadth of its economy provide a buffer against ex-
ternal pressures, making it an enduring destination for those seek-
ing opportunity at scale.

INDIA - Score: 78.5 
India’s remarkable trajectory is built on a powerful combination of 
demographic advantage, infrastructure investment, and strategic 
trade partnerships. A young, growing workforce is fuelling domestic 
consumption, whilst landmark trade agreements have unlocked ac-
cess to major global markets. For businesses eyeing manufacturing 
hubs and technology corridors in Asia, India’s rise is impossible to 
ignore.

01
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TOP DESTINATIONS
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JAPAN - Score: 74.8 
Japan’s economy demonstrates resilient domestic demand amid 
moderate growth projections of around 0.8-1.1% for 2026, under-
pinned by firm private consumption from sustained wage growth, 
improving real incomes, and targeted fiscal support. Corporate capi-
tal expenditure remains robust, particularly in software investments 
to address chronic labour shortages and R&D in strategic sectors.  

INDONESIA - Score: 74.2
Indonesia’s steady expansion, with GDP growth around 5% in recent 
years and targets near 5.1-5.4% ahead, is powered by robust domes-
tic consumption, investment in infrastructure and manufacturing, 
and a young, expanding workforce that continues to drive a bur-
geoning middle class and digital economy. Strategic downstreaming 
policies in natural resources, alongside infrastructure upgrades and 
initiatives under the new administration’s national priorities, are un-
locking value-added opportunities in sectors like EVs, clean energy, 
and semiconductors. 

04

05

AUSTRALIA - Score: 73.2  
Diversified across services, mining, and agriculture, Australia’s 2-3% 
growth and high employment rates (OECD) offer reliability. Resource 
wealth balances natural risks, appealing to long-term investments. 

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES - Score: 72.3 
Forecast at 5% growth via non-oil diversification (World Bank), the 
UAE’s strategic location and sovereign funds draw HNWIs. Robust in-
frastructure and trade integration ensure stability in a volatile world.  
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RUSSIA - Score: 70.6
Russia’s economy has shown adaptability under external pressures, 
with growth moderating to around 1% or lower in 2025–2026 as war-
time momentum fades and structural constraints such as labour 
shortages, high interest rates, and sanctions impacts intensify. De-
fence-related spending and redirected industrial capacity provide 
some buffer, while ties with non-Western partners help sustain se-
lect trade and energy flows. However, tightening fiscal and monetary 
conditions, alongside declining oil revenues in certain periods, limit 
broader dynamism. 

HONG KONG - Score: 70.2
Hong Kong’s economy has rebounded with GDP growth accelerat-
ing to around 3–3.5% in 2025, driven by strong export performance 
(particularly electronics and regional trade), recovering tourism, and 
vibrant financial market activity, including robust IPOs and capital in-
flows. As an international financial centre, it benefits from deepening 
integration with the Greater Bay Area and China’s broader develop-
ment strategies, serving as a super-connector for technology financ-
ing, offshore RMB business, and cross-border investment.

08
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VIETNAM - Score: 70.2
Aiming for 10% growth as a manufacturing hub, Vietnam’s FDI in-
flows and export resilience amid tariffs signal opportunity. Tech-sav-
vy workforce and infrastructure upgrades fuel its ascent. 

SPAIN - Score: 70.1
Outpacing Eurozone peers at 2-3%, Spain’s banking strength and 
tourism recovery provide a Mediterranean gateway. Domestic con-
sumption and investments counter ageing demographics.

09
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A S I A N
CHANGE

P O W E R H O U S E S 

L E A D I N G  T H E

In the 2026 Opportunity Index, Asia emerges as the undisputed epicentre of global 
economic dynamism. Structural shifts in manufacturing, surging foreign direct 
investment, and favourable demographic dividends have combined to create an 
environment of unparalleled scale for those with the vision to take advantage of it. 

China’s leadership in this year’s Index is anchored by a strategic economic reorientation 
that has been years in the making. The country is accelerating its pivot towards a 
consumption-led growth model, with ambitions to raise household consumption as a 
share of GDP.  

The 15th Five-Year Plan channels resources into high-tech sectors, including AI, 
semiconductors, and renewable energy, addressing long-standing overreliance on 
exports whilst building the foundations of future competitiveness. 
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CHANGE
P O W E R H O U S E S 

For investors and entrepreneurs, the scale of China’s domestic market and its momentum 
in advanced manufacturing and digital infrastructure remain genuinely unmatched.
 
India’s story is one of remarkable momentum. Driven by policy continuity and 
strengthened trade relationships, the country’s economy is expanding at a pace that 
sets it apart from almost every other major nation. A landmark trade agreement has 
unlocked enhanced access to the US market, benefiting sectors ranging from textiles 
and machinery to agriculture and processed foods.  

Coupled with a young, growing workforce and the infrastructure investments reshaping 
its cities and transport networks, India is increasingly the destination of choice for 
businesses seeking a credible and dynamic manufacturing or technology base in Asia. 

Indonesia’s rise in the rankings reflects the growing appeal of resource-rich economies 
that are embracing technological transformation. Downstream processing in 
commodities, including nickel and coal, is attracting significant new investment, whilst 
digital infrastructure projects are drawing global technology firms to establish data 
centres and AI facilities. 

The sheer scale of the archipelago’s economy, combined with its contribution to global 
growth, makes it a market that serious investors can no longer afford to overlook.
Vietnam continues to punch well above its weight. As manufacturers diversify their 
supply chains away from China, Vietnam has been a principal beneficiary, with its 
electronics and garments sectors thriving as a result. Strengthened trade ties with 
Europe and ongoing infrastructure improvements are further embedding the country 
into global value chains, making it an increasingly attractive base for businesses in 
high-value industries.

Malaysia rounds out Asia’s standout performers. Technology exports are driving 
expansion, whilst a commitment to agricultural innovation and a growing semiconductor 
sector underscore the country’s ambition to move up the value chain. For regional 
businesses seeking a well-connected, politically stable base with a skilled workforce, 
Malaysia continues to offer a genuinely compelling proposition.

Hong Kong complements these dynamic economies as Asia’s premier international 
financial gateway and innovation connector. With robust GDP growth of around 3.5% in 
2025 and continued momentum projected into 2026, the city has seen a strong rebound 
in exports, tourism, and capital market activity, including record IPO fundraising. 
Deepening integration with the Greater Bay Area, combined with its world-class 
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rule-of-law framework, low-tax regime, free capital flows, and status as a leading fintech 
and digital assets hub, positions Hong Kong as the ideal platform for accessing mainland 
China’s opportunities while linking to global markets.

For high-net-worth individuals, family offices, and businesses seeking liquidity, 
cross-border structuring, and exposure to Asia’s high-growth sectors, Hong Kong 
delivers unmatched connectivity and institutional depth.

What unites these economies is a sense of momentum that Europe’s mature markets, 
grappling with ageing populations and more modest growth trajectories, struggle to 
match. For high-net-worth individuals and their families, Asia’s powerhouses offer the 
kind of dynamism where ambition and hard work are most richly rewarded.
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The Middle East occupies a fascinating and somewhat paradoxical position in the 2026 
Opportunity Index.  

On the one hand, the region’s sovereign wealth funds, infrastructure ambitions, and 
diversification programmes represent some of the most compelling economic stories 
of our era. On the other hand, the ongoing escalation of regional conflict serves as a 
stark reminder that opportunity, however brilliantly constructed, can be disrupted 
with alarming speed. 

The UAE remains the region’s standout performer, with non-oil sectors now driving the 
majority of economic growth. Sovereign funds, including Mubadala, are channelling 
capital into technology, renewables, and infrastructure at a pace that reflects genuine 
long-term strategic thinking.  

Dubai has cemented its status as a global financial hub, attracting businesses and talent 
from across the world with a combination of world-class amenities and a business 
environment designed for growth. For high-net-worth individuals seeking residency 
in a dynamic, well-connected city, the UAE’s offer is difficult to match. 
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Qatar, meanwhile, is leveraging its extraordinary Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) wealth 
to fund a diversification agenda that spans AI, logistics, and maritime industries.  

The Qatar Investment Authority is one of the world’s most significant sovereign funds, 
and its restructuring to focus on overseas assets whilst backing domestic innovation 
reflects a sophisticated understanding of long-term economic resilience.  

However, the Strait of Hormuz’s importance to global energy flows means that any 
sustained escalation of regional tension poses risks not just to Qatar but to the wider 
global economy. 

The message from the Middle East in 2026 is ultimately one of cautious optimism. The 
region’s transformation is real, its ambition is credible, and its opportunities for high-
net-worth individuals are substantial. 

But the events of recent months are a timely reminder that in a volatile neighbourhood, 
even the most carefully laid plans must contend with the possibility of sudden and 
significant disruption. 
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If there is a single force reshaping the global economic landscape in 2026, it is artificial 
intelligence. Surging AI investment, projected to exceed half a trillion dollars globally, is 
bolstering productivity, driving resilience, and creating fertile ecosystems for the kind 
of cutting-edge ventures that generate lasting wealth.  

For high-net-worth individuals seeking the most forward-looking destinations in which 
to invest and operate, the nations leading the AI charge offer a compelling proposition. 

The United States sits at the apex of this transformation. AI-related spending has 
already made a meaningful contribution to GDP growth, preventing stagnation during 
a period of external headwinds.  

The country’s hyperscalers are committing capital at a scale that is difficult to 
comprehend, channelling investment into data centres, chips, and power infrastructure 
that will define the technological landscape for decades to come. For those operating 
in Silicon Valley and beyond, the AI boom is not a distant promise but a present reality, 
one that is lifting sectors from finance to energy and rewarding those with the foresight 
to participate. 

Japan’s modest overall growth conceals a more interesting story in its technology 
sectors. Semiconductors, robotics, and quantum computing are areas in which Japan 
has a genuine competitive advantage, and AI adoption is beginning to translate into 
measurable economic uplift.  

AI AS AN
OPPORTUNITY
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Tokyo’s technology hubs offer opportunities for those willing to look beyond the 
headline numbers and engage with an innovation ecosystem that is, in many respects, 
quietly underestimated. 

Israel’s technology sector continues to astonish. Despite the very considerable 
pressures of ongoing regional conflict, 2025 proved to be a record year for the country’s 
technology industry, with unprecedented activity in AI, cybersecurity, and quantum 
computing.  

Tel Aviv’s innovation corridors remain among the most vibrant in the world, and the 
country’s ability to sustain and even accelerate its technological trajectory under 
such difficult circumstances speaks to the extraordinary depth of its talent and 
entrepreneurial culture. 

Hong Kong is leveraging its unique position as a bridge between China’s economy and 
global capital markets to accelerate AI adoption across financial services, logistics, and 
life sciences. Substantial public investment in AI research and development, alongside 
a strategic alignment with China’s own Five-Year Plan priorities, is positioning the city 
as an important node in the global AI ecosystem. 

What connects these diverse economies is a shared recognition that AI is not merely 
a technological story but an economic one.  

The nations investing most seriously in artificial intelligence are the ones best placed 
to sustain growth, attract talent, and offer high-net-worth individuals the dynamic, 
forward-looking environments in which ambition is most richly rewarded. 
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Europe’s story in the 2026 Opportunity Index is one of resilience and reinvention. 
Against a backdrop of global trade uncertainty, the continent’s leading economies 
are drawing on strong banking sectors, vibrant tourism industries, and increasingly 
competitive business environments to sustain momentum. 

For high-net-worth individuals with an eye on quality of life alongside economic 
opportunity, Europe remains one of the world’s most compelling propositions.

SPAIN
Spain has been one of the Eurozone’s most impressive performers in recent years, and 
2026 is proving no different. Growth continues to outpace the euro area average, driven 
by a combination of expanding professional services, strong domestic consumption, 
and a labour market that has confounded earlier pessimism. 

Tourism remains a powerful engine, whilst structural reforms are steadily improving 
productivity across the economy. For families seeking a Mediterranean lifestyle that 
pairs sun-drenched living with world-class education and healthcare, Spain’s appeal 
is well established. Ageing demographics pose a long-term challenge, but progressive 
policies to attract skilled workers and encourage investment are helping to sustain the 
country’s vitality. However with its RBI programme closed, other European destinations 
will need to be considered.

mailto:info@csglobalpartners.com
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UNITED KINGDOM
The United Kingdom is navigating a moment of genuine transition. Following the 2024 
Labour election, the government has pursued a programme of economic reform aimed 
at restoring business confidence and reviving sluggish growth. Financial services remain 
a cornerstone of the economy, and London’s position as a global hub for capital and 
talent is as strong as ever. 

The country’s elite universities and cultural institutions continue to offer unrivalled 
networks for families thinking about the next generation. Forecast growth is modest 
by global standards, but a series of positive surprises in recent quarters suggests that 
the economy may yet outperform expectations. For high-net-worth individuals drawn 
by heritage, institutions, and connectivity, the UK retains a distinctive and enduring 
appeal.

PORTUGAL
Portugal has quietly assembled one of the most attractive propositions in Europe for 
internationally mobile individuals and families. Its economy is outpacing both the OECD 
and the euro area average, supported by EU Recovery funding, a thriving tourism sector, 
and a government committed to fiscal responsibility. 

Inflation is well contained, unemployment is falling, and the debt trajectory is moving 
in the right direction. What makes Portugal particularly compelling, however, is the 
quality of life that underpins the economic data: affordable coastal living, a warm and 
welcoming culture, first-rate healthcare, and a pace of life that many find genuinely 
restorative.
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For those considering a more permanent connection to Portugal, the country offers a 
popular Residency by Investment pathway that make it accessible to high-net-worth 
individuals from around the world.  

The Golden Residence Permit programme has evolved in recent years, with investment 
routes spanning qualifying funds and cultural or scientific contributions, reflecting the 
government’s ambition to attract wealth that contributes meaningfully to Portuguese 
society. These programmes offer a credible and well-regulated gateway to European 
residency, with all the lifestyle benefits that Portugal so naturally provides. 

IRELAND
Ireland, though ranking somewhat lower in this year’s Index than in previous editions, 
retains the business-friendly fundamentals that first placed it at the top of the table. 
Dublin’s status as a European headquarters for many of the world’s largest technology 
companies speaks to an environment that continues to attract serious global investment, 
and the country’s political stability and high quality of life remain significant draws.

What Europe offers, across all of these destinations, is something that Asia’s fastest-
growing economies cannot easily replicate: a depth of history, culture, and institutions 
that gives life a richness beyond the purely economic. 

For high-net-worth individuals seeking not just returns but a home, Europe’s recovering 
economies represent an opportunity that is both financially credible and profoundly 
human.
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As we conclude the 2026 Opportunity Index, the picture that emerges is one of a world 
in motion. Economic power is shifting, technology is reshaping the rules of competition, 
and geopolitical forces are redrawing the map of risk and reward. Yet within this 
complexity, opportunity endures for those with the clarity of vision to identify it and 
the means to act.

Asia’s powerhouse economies, led by China, India, Indonesia, Vietnam, and Malaysia, 
dominate this year’s rankings with a confidence that reflects genuine structural strength. 
Massive domestic markets, demographic dividends, and a commitment to technological 
transformation are creating ecosystems in which entrepreneurial ambition is met with 
the infrastructure and scale it needs to flourish.

The Middle East, led by the UAE, Saudi Arabia, and Qatar, continues its extraordinary 
reinvention, channelling sovereign wealth into the foundations of post-oil prosperity. 
The region’s ambition is real and its achievements considerable, but the events of 2026 
are a timely reminder that opportunity in volatile neighbourhoods must always be 
navigated with care and strategic foresight.

AI emerges from this year’s Index not as a theme but as a defining reality; one that is 
already reshaping growth trajectories in the United States, Japan, Israel, and Hong Kong. 
The nations investing most seriously in artificial intelligence are building competitive 
advantages that will compound over time, making them increasingly attractive to the 
talent and capital that define the economies of tomorrow.

Europe, meanwhile, offers something distinct: recovery built on deep institutional 
foundations, quality of life that genuinely enriches existence, and CBI and RBI 
pathways that make some of the continent’s most appealing destinations accessible to 
globally mobile individuals. Spain’s dynamism, the UK’s enduring depth, and Portugal’s 
understated brilliance each represent a different facet of what Europe can offer those 
who look beyond the headline growth rates.

In this dynamic era, CS Global Partners stands as a trusted adviser to those seeking 
to navigate these horizons. With decades of experience in citizenship and residency 
solutions, we are uniquely placed to help high-net-worth individuals and their families 
make the most of the opportunities that a connected world presents. The future belongs 
to those who are willing to reach for it.

CONCLUSION
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